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Dear Bill f 

This is as far as I got last night when something very good happened. Let us 
take it as an augury, •«hea you called I was doing some work that did^t require close 
attention and ^ had tuned in T«AU is Philadelphia where, es 1 told you, Jack McKin- ey 
has been wonderful on this subject, giving both 3 ides and in ebundence. The time he 
has devoted to it is in excess of what Vince tola you, tie has had me alone on for £& 12 
hours and with Vince and Curtus ^rewford for least eight, I thought he might oir 
my challenge to ftudge Fein, .after iu talkei, the? tiny transistor set was still going and 
he was again on the barren ^eport (the first damned thing I'm going to do when we pay 
the printer in IXill is get a decent radio, one with at least 15 transistors 3 nd also 
getting BIS, so 1 can hear good music when 1 work ana get programs like- this when I 
want them. The little thing was fading and I could only hear part of it), McKinney 
has been so wonderful his audience is actually researching the subject. One young 
man is actually studying WHITEWASH, He has checks: it against th- original sources 
and ahs called a half-dozen typographical errors to my attcntionl A woman l;<ot night 
bad checked 3 ome of my quotes an ! misund r3tood th° original material, ,(1 hile she end 
Jack were talking about this, I got the right page of •1 IITE v /acH and the right testi- 
mony - that of Edgar Hoover. By coincidence, when 1 had spoken to his producer 
two d 8 ys ego 1 had suggested that Jack could get an interesting fillip by calling me, 
whatever the hour (he's on until 2 a,m,) whenever a question comes u p. He was telling 

M 

this woman ths t he had made 3 uch an arrangement when I colled, and that announcement, 

a 

the word from his producer that I was on the phone, we a nice twist. They patched ra and 
the woman callel^both in on a conference phone and 1 hod the next hours. I think it 
was excellent, and I got a lot of good stuff in. 1 also praised the woman for what she 
wes doing and expressed the hope all Americans would do it - with me and with the 
Commission, From the tiine we -you end I-finisbed talking until midnight I had a very 
good and a very lorge audience that I know extends from below Elorido to the Arctic 
and to west of the Mississippi, So I went to bed feeling good, wide awake, and thouglvfc' 
of the situation that worries you. 'Vide awake and alert, as these broadcasts leave me, 

I 60 t aorae dikes. Cne of them in enclosed. It is a statement that, if you desire, you 


can rela te out there. Perhaps you con get someone like Mart Sahl interested in using it. 

Ray played me pert of the beginning of one of Ms Lane programs. If Sahl is interested 
end will do this. I'd be Just as happy if he played down the hero bit. Lane is less than 
that, and so am I. -*aybe it builds audience interest, but I have found fact does a 
pretty good Job this way, too, and I sincerely believe we want and need neither heros 
nor villains, only the truth. If Sahl is interested, he can phone me once e week and 
each time I’ll give him a question for Liebeler to answer. If you check these references 
in ISAS you'll find a good begin .ing, and 'WHITEWASH II Should ond hie book unless 

he waits to srite, without student help, "Mia Culps . 

If I know my wonderful wifp, your last night's phone cell will givs her more 
energy and she’ll type "HITE^lSH II fester. Her fatigue is not entirely of physical 
origin. H is in large part due to the strains and stresses of 30 years with me, and 
that, olas, wae not easy on her. 1 really believe MSUB H is the answer to Liebeler 


and many, many others, it is rich, mors shocking that HKBmai. ^ ^ ire 

investigation into perspective with punch and fact. Its fact is sensational. Without 
Liebeler* s lusty participation there coulJ hove been no whitewash, and this includes 
on the question* of whethor “here was any kind of clandestine connection between 
03 ,, aid end the government (please let this go no Arthur then Maggie). 

So it is not elone because I know this is the way it must be that I encourage 
you to find a patience one should never want to have on such a subject. I think the 
immediate problem, like most if not oil the others, will soon solver itself. Meanwhile 
please get to me every word Liebeler says, everything his apologists say, every tout 
from Lomax. I may see end understand something not immediately apparent to you, and 


I am familiar with his record. If you heve eny bright kid out there interested in 
doing a little easy work, please get him to seen the record and make me a list of ell 
the witnesses Liebeler examined. I will never be able to remember them all, but I may 
well recall on the spur of the moment what happened -or didn t that should heve 

these interrogations* 


W ith each passing day I become more convinced of the viability of my approach. 
Stick to the record. And eventually I’ll ma ke Liebelsr stick to it, the one thing he 
cannot and will try not to do. Ee cannot survive it. 

Before I forget, I 3 hould have included it in the statement, but try end not 
let Liebeler forget and try and let your people, especially Suhl end any other TV 
6r newspaper person r ho mi^ht be at all fair, know that Lj.ebeler failed to 

appear for the taping of the coming Metromedia special. Here he would have had to face, 
if not Lane, then mo. The Commission ani tha lawyers were invited to attend and 
participate. Liebeler pick 3 those he’ll meet face to face, and pick his o?/n ground. 

This also shows he is not very devoted to his cuusa, for he is put his own defense, 
which is, 03 he should never be allowed to forget, involved with thst of the Commission 
and its Report, in tha hands of others to whom ho g*ve no help. 

I slso am more than ever convinced that the proper focus is on the Report, not 

/ 

the Commission and it 9 members. 

Another before I forgets when ia that TV show on which re can see whet you 
look like? 

f 

rye$f all want this to wash out clean. I think most of us wont it to come out 
fairly and honorably, ^his means thex people must understand. In turn, thi 3 means time, 
-and in turn, patience, './ith the play Lane ©lone got in LA, it is unfair to expect 
the media to subject themselves to legitimate criticism by not giving the otto r side 
its day. *^t is also in the interest of the ultimo ts truth, and I suggest that it will 
also arm us. V-ait until you see what I have done with teeter. w n this, I'd like to 
ask e favor of you. 1 hove no time for TV end hove given up newspapers. % wife clips 
from them whet she thinks will interest me end I’ve nut them away for the future. When 
there is something like Specter on Today (they will not hote me, told people in Law 
York they’ll have me on any other subject but this) could you tape it at 1 7/3 or 

T l1 UMfet rtll 

3 3/4 so I can hear it? Thus I can know about it and perhaps be in en eventual 
position to use it. But to return to thnnoriglnul subject of ^his paragraph, from 
the not easy point of view of fairness, what is wrong with Liebeler havin-r equal 


opportunity, the equivalent of what Lane got* This reminds me of something. Neither 

i 

Lene, not I n or anyone else should ever be regarded as anything like an "official 
spokesman" for those of us who say the ft eport la wrong. Vfe ere all independent, ell 
have our own vie7,£ and none of us should went to be hung with any who err. I try 
not to err, but I know all of us, no matter how herd *» try, can rti6ke mistakes. The 
unfortunate thing is that some of us have been ill Infomod and have made serious 
mistakes and othars have been careless and solf-ssekiag ond msde silly ones. Some 
dsy there will bs s reckoning. Everybody is taping everything. Lane hs 3 been taped for 
years. The puolishors have be^n taring me and x hoar my own lines coming bock et me. 

This is so obviou sixths t others ore calling it to my attention. So I, too, spesk only 
for raysolf, not for you or anyone else, ^his is necessary ft.: the injustice is to be 
corected, as we wont. If I make a mistake, don f t you sink with tne* 

Nany things sre working our way. 1 tc-Jd you the probabilities with the Manchester 
book. There ore other things, some small, some possibly major. I hove two usojor newspapeaj 
re-eximining their positions. Tonight I'm having a Mencken-type meeting with reporters 
from tho morning and evening Baltimore Sun, at their request. On the fourth there will 
at leott be the op-ortunity for a major pert of the Washington press to hear what I 
have to say after the private screening of the NetrometUa special. Ti :e * a 3 hii^ton 
*letrorasdia people foil in with this suggestion and are even providing food and drink 
for it. That program will help, too, ond the 12th la not for sway. Every days feels 
like the only important one now, but they ere ell 1 'iportsnt and ell come in dua time. 

The thing that ore then any other opened uhis up for us, aside from the residual 
suspicions of the people, is the abuse that was heaped upon me. This first happened 
on the "Long John' linebsl shas in NYC, where X cut ray clear— channel eye teeth. Whst 
1 irapcjrvised then was fine, especially for me. I feel this thing so deeply that I always 
approach it almost timidly. The sooner acme one takes ofter me the sooner I get going, 
K|nebet\L and his two Jackals, Buckley's O'Doughtery end Victor Laoky, abused me person- 
ally* I gave thme little resistance until ^ had the audience sympathy. The, bingl tod 
1 did it by 8ticking to too record end trying to hold them to it. This attracted the 
attention that got me on the Burke show, where my opposition was not the radical right 


but the supposedly responsible people* ^hose tarfcibla lawyers made me into Galahad 
end I got a really vast and concentrated audience. x 'his show, boliew* , had more to 
do with the opening of the electronic media than anything else, for it proved audience 
interest, which is whot stations and sponsors want, and it showed that at least some 
of us who insist wrong is not right are responsible and have the interest of the 
country at heart. 1 really think that more than tha superb public-relations done by 
Holt thi. opened up TV for Lena. 1 14id the basis of credibility for him, as for 
Epstein, and in the right piece, v>here ell tha people who iooko tho decision ere ard 
either sew and heaod for themselves or heard eoout it. 1 cannot begin to tell you what 
that show really did (oustide Metromedia, where the results are obvious). One example 
is in s letter I got this week. On© bookstore sold 300 copies of MUTE VA C !H in a single 

day. Epstein had a page 1 review in Book eek, by Goodwin, no less, end 1 outsold him 

. 0 ) 

right in NYC, 8s elsewhere. That week, according to the wholesalers, fflITE'WSH was 
the best seller in New York with most of *8 stores nearer having heard of it and not 
knowing where to get it. 

So, let 5 hem abuse us. Especially let Liebelor abuse me. I know I T m really not 
tho white knight, but if it helps the people understand the truth, let some dope lite 
La sky or Liebelor make me into one. 

Do not despair, be cannot win every round. If we win too meny, we 11 got over- 
confident. I’ve been plugging Penn in every way I can. Right now he had a very merchant- 
able product ( and he is a very decent guy, the only one of my ’'competition" for whom 
I heve a genuine regard). Tilth his stuff on the tjyatarious deaths and mine from the 
record we have our best weapons. Ha is slow and drewly and I’m stoccnto whan we are 
on the air or on camera, which raslces o good pair. Xi c also is not in this for what he 
can get out of it. V/hat he say 3 is quite comprehensible. It ia, indeed, very strange 
that this© people all died or xtasx were ossaultad, and people can easily understand 
that it is unnatural. After SHITE WASH II ia out there is the possibility of a really 
sensation^oint op eeranoe of the two of us if he gets ma whet I’ve asked of him, and 
in a letter I got from L.A. yesterday she promises a posture would be in the mail tha 


day after she wrote that one. 2ith the anonymous help of a perron whose identity I 
think I ’mow I may have come up '»ith a very important missing link. If it pans out, 
it will he a real shocker. This is pure Perry ^son, for which I wish 1 had one of those 
real tiny tape record rs and en automatic submineraturs camera, like an automatic Minor 
if tJjore is such a thing. 1 will not and we’ 11 do it without such devices. 

Not to toy with you, for you will know when I'ge got a cory of the ms %o send 
you, but hoover invented a false "False Oswald" and booby- trappdd tba Commission with 
him. ?12AS2 say nothing of this, but I've got it very solid, over Hoover's cignoture. 

On the ms, as soon ns 1 get te ek a couple of chapters I a3ked ay artist to read, 
I«ll have a complete carbon. X'll send this to you if I have it belore tbo Xeroxed 
copies arrive. It is not necessary for you to Xerox your own copy, I thought it would 
speed things up end give Maggie a chance to read it while you were. A3 soon as you 
have read it, any suggaotioaa you con (including specific ones), you con return it 

for it is tba only extro copy I have and 1 have arranged for the ams managing editor 
of r major newspaper to road it. If ho 8nd that paper then do nothing, vhich is the 
probability, they will know its contents and this does have an effect. 1 found this 
to be the case with SHITiS 'ASH. £vem though the introduction of Inquest to diking was 
on a personal lever (not Jones Hqrris but Arnold Krakower to Tom Ouingborg) it helped 
for Aaron Asher, the editor, to have read and wanted Viking to do ‘.HITEU&SH, for he 
knew the truth and knew there was litle to worry about in that thin gruel of Spstein's. 

Other things also are going to help us. lane’s book will be in paperback (Fawcett) 
in early J anuery. T’his will nwteriolly inc ease its circulation. There is a chance for 
mine, too, and at a buck ratber than five and with general availability it con also do 
more good. N 

On Xeroxing,: if you can get acoeso to en 814, you con use a .larger sheet of paper 
and copy 2 ©t»,gea for the price of one, which would make the cost not much more 
then iio. ~y , v lfe is calling me to breakfast, and then back to the ms until the mail 

(and I hope oddp.ra). Chins up, good people. Truth is a shield. x t will take time, 

\ 

but we are going to do tliia ^king 1 . 

% M- 


Best to you all t Harold 


